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INFINITIVE OR GERUND

INFINITIVE
After certain verbs
I want to go to Mexico for a year after university.
I hope to find a job near Acapulco.
I have decided to become an English teacher.
After adjectives
He was pleased to see we had finished our work.
The police were happy to answer the journalists' questions.
It is often hard for children to make new friends.
GERUND
After certain verbs
She always enjoys seeing a good thriller at the cinema.
I hated going to school when I was young.
As the subject of a sentence
Watching TV every day isn't healthy for children.
Staying in bed late is one of the pleasures of Sundays.
After prepositions
You shouldn't eat too much before going to bed.
He frightened us by jumping out of the cupboard.
I was interested in seeing your stamp collection.
SOME EXCEPTIONS
Remember
With the gerund, remember means you have a memory now of having done something before:
I drank too much last night. I don't remember going to the last pub.
With the infinitive, it means you remember at the time that there is something you have to do in the future.
Remember to close the windows before you leave the house.

Regret
With the gerund, you regret something that you said in the past:
I regret telling Simon that he was a moody person.
With the infinitive, you regret something that you are about to say:
I regret to inform you that we will have to let you go, Mr. Jenkins.
Try
With the gerund, try means to attempt to do something as an experiment, a solution to a problem:
If your back hurts so much, try having a bath before bed every night.
With the infinitive, it means to attempt to do something (often unsuccessfully) that is very difficult.

My back hurts. I try to lift heavy things and I just can't!
EXERCISES

1. We had worked hard all morning, so at midday we stopped_______ (have) a coffee and a sandwich.
2. Did you remember_________ (buy) that bag of apples I asked you to get. We need those apples for the cake this evening.
3. If you are getting so many headaches, you should try____________ (see) a specialist at the hospital. It could be something serious.
4. We regret__________ (inform) you that you have failed the first part of the test. You can go home now if you wish.
5. If you go on __________(listen) to music that loud, you'll be deaf before you're twenty!
6. You should stop___________ (go) to that biker club. It's taking up too much of your time.
7. It's strange that I remember______________ (go) to school the first time when I was five but I don't remember when we moved house a year later.
8. I tried ____________(stop) the thieves but they were both on motorbikes and it was useless running after them.
9. You must regret ______________(tell) your sister about her husband now. She has never been the same since.
10. I meant ____________(phone) you last night but I completely forgot. So sorry!
11. After graduating in law from Cambridge, she went on _____________ (become) a famous lawyer.
12. I want to work abroad but not if it means______________ (have to learn) another language. I am terrible at learning languages!
Answer key
Question 1: to have. 
Question 2: to buy. 
Question 3: seeing. 
Question 4: to inform. 
Question 5: listening. 
Question 6: : going. 
Question 7: : going. 
Question 8: to stop. 
Question 9: telling. 
Question 10: to phone. 
Question 11: to become. 
Question 12: having to learn. 

